
percentage of the customer’s borrowing base assets that we believe can be readily liquidated in the event of
financial distress of the borrower. With respect to our factoring products, we purchase the underlying invoices of
our customers and become the direct payee under such invoices, thus transferring the credit risk in such
transactions from our customers to the underlying account debtors on such invoices. In the event one or more of
our customers fraudulently represents the existence or valuation of borrowing base assets in the case of an asset-
based loan, or the existence or validity of an invoice we purchase in the case of a factoring transaction, we may
advance more funds to such customer than we otherwise would and lose the benefit of the structural protections
of our products with respect to such advances. In such event we could be exposed to material additional losses
with respect to such loans or factoring products. Although we believe we have controls in place to monitor and
detect fraud with respect to our asset-based lending and factoring products, there is no guarantee such controls
will be effective. We have experienced fraud with respect to these products in the past and we anticipate that we
will experience such fraud in the future. Losses from such fraudulent activity could have a material impact on our
business, financial condition and results of operations.

Our commercial finance clients, particularly with respect to our factoring and asset-based lending product
lines, may lack the operating history, cash flows or balance sheet necessary to support other financing options
and may expose us to additional credit risk, especially if our additional controls for such products are
ineffective in mitigating such additional risks.

A significant portion of our loan portfolio consists of commercial finance products. Some of these commercial
finance products, particularly asset-based loans and our factored receivables, arise out of relationships with
clients who lack the operating history, cash flows or balance sheet necessary to qualify for other financing
options. We attempt to control for the additional credit risk in these relationships through credit management
processes employed in connection with these transactions. However, if such controls are ineffective in
controlling this additional risk or if we fail to follow the procedures we have established for managing this
additional risk, we could be exposed to additional losses with respect to such product lines that could have an
adverse effect on our business, financial condition and results of operations.

Our agriculture loans may expose us to risk of credit defaults due to changes in commodity prices.

Our agriculture loans generally consist of (i) real estate loans secured by farmland, (ii) equipment financing for
specific agriculture equipment, including irrigation systems, (iii) crop input loans primarily focused on corn,
wheat and soybeans, and (iv) loans secured by cattle and other livestock. Decreases in commodity prices, such as
currently impacting the agriculture industry, may negatively affect both the cash flows of the borrowers and the
value of the collateral supporting such loans. Although we attempt to account for the possibility of such
commodity price fluctuations in underwriting, structuring and monitoring our agriculture loans, there is no
guarantee that efforts will be successful and we may experience increased delinquencies or defaults in this
portfolio or be required to increase our provision for loan losses, which could have an adverse effect on our
business, financial condition and results of operations.

Lack of seasoning in portions of our loan portfolio could increase risk of credit defaults in the future.

As a result of our growth over the past several years, certain portions of our loan portfolio are of relatively recent
origin. Loans may not begin to show signs of credit deterioration or default until they have been outstanding for
some period of time, a process referred to as “seasoning.” As a result, a portfolio of older loans will usually
behave more predictably than a newer portfolio. Because such portions of our portfolio are relatively new, the
current level of delinquencies and defaults may not represent the level that may prevail as the portfolio becomes
more seasoned. If delinquencies and defaults increase, we may be required to increase our provision for loan
losses, which could have an adverse effect on our business, financial condition and results of operations.
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